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a day too soon. The threat implied in the unfolding pro-
gram of Nazi Germany was casting its shadow even before
the Buenos Aires meeting. But the brazen liquidation of
Austria in 1938, events in the Far East the year before,
and the Spanish Civil War, meant that the next meeting of
the American States at Lima would have to face the accel-
eration of the Fascist menace to the entire World. Conti-
nental solidarity in the face of such a threat would appear
to be a natural safeguard for small states in an age which
imperiled the security of small states everywhere. Panama,
the "Crossroads of the World/' once again would inevitably
be vitally concerned in the drift of that world toward the
second global conflict of the twentieth century. As in 1914-
1918, she would respond to the duty of cooperating with
sister states of the hemisphere for the common security.
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